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and create trouble and disturbance to other members of  the
family or the community To prevent this from happeningtprimi-
tive societies evolved  elaborate dances.   These  dances  were-
intended to prevent the departed spirit from returning to trou-
ble the family or the society, as well as to ensure a safe journey.
The Todas of the Nilgiri hills in India perform a dance at
the funeral of a male. The men only dance. In the dancing a
tall pole is used. They dance within the circular wall surround-
ing the funeral hut. They form a circle and dance round in
slow steps. One man speaks out the name of the buffalo
which was slaughtered before the dance began and another
repeats the name. Then the first man says *haul haul* which the
second man repeats.
After some time one of the men takes the tall pole and
they dance in a similar way, taking it with them as they dance,
(i. e. they do not dance round the pole.)1
The funeral dance of the Aruntas of Australia provides-
a better illustration. Each member of the party carries with
him a shield and a spear-thrower. They pay a visit to the
camp where the man had died and subsequently burnt and
dance round the charred remains beating the air with their
spear-throwers in an unusual position. After some time they
run in the grave and shouting lba-au' in a prolonged manner.
jump upon the grave into which the spirit was supposed to
have fled and dance wildly. They dance backward and for-
ward, on and around the grave shouting <wha! wha!1 and
beating the air downwards to drive the spirit down, while
with their feet they stamp upon and break the sticks with
which a newly made grave is always covered. When these
are thoroughly broken the dancing ceases.2
The significance of folk-dance and the high place it
occupied in tribal life is thus quite manifest as the emotions
which are generally aroused on important occassions during
the life-cycle of the primitive man find their expression
through it. We further see its importance as an institution
which served many of the vital needs of the early societies.
1.   See Rivers W,, The Todas, p. 378.
2,    See Spencer, Sir Baldwin, The Aruntas (1927), pp. 437-438.